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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides an image compression
method, comprising: determining non-edge portions of an
image to be compressed by performing an image edge detec-
tion on the image to be compressed; dividing each of non-
edge portions into a plurality of connected domains of pixels
according to color similarity of the pixels in the non-edge
portion, wherein each of the connected domains of pixels is
composed of a pixel selected during the division into the
connected domains of pixels and the pixels similar in color to
and continuously adjacent to the selected pixel; setting the
color of each of the connected domains of pixels to be the
color of the selected pixel; merging the colors of a plurality of
divided connected domains of pixels according to similarity
of the colors of the connected domains of pixels; and com-
pressing the image to be compressed by using the merged
colors. According to the method, the number of colors used
for image compression can be determined according to the
characteristics of the image, thus the file size of the com-
pressed image can be effectively reduced with the display
effect thereof kept substantially unchanged.

12 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD, IMAGE
COMPRESSION DEVICE AND MOBILE
TERMINAL

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority of PCT Patent Application
No. PCT/CN2012/085869, filed on Dec. 4, 2012, which
claims priority of Chinese Patent Application No.
201110400101 .4, filed on Dec. 5, 2011, the entire contents of
both of which are incorporated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the technical field of image
processing, and more particularly to amethod and a device for
performing image compression by dividing domains similar
in color and adjusting number of colors used for image com-
pression, and a mobile terminal provided with the device.

BACKGROUND

With the development of information technology, more
and more image or video files with a vivid and intuitive
display effect are used as substitutes for traditional text files to
record and transmit information, and the amount of informa-
tion is getting bigger and bigger. Since the data amount of
images and videos is very great, the storage and transmission
thereof are quiet inconvenient, thus an effective compression
on the data is necessary for either storage or transmission.

Image compression is an application of data compression
technology to digital images. Its purpose is to reduce redun-
dant information in image data so as to store and transmit data
in highly effective formats, which has great significance in
rapid transmission and real time processing of digital image
information on the network.

The reason why image data can be compressed is that there
exists redundancy in the data. Redundancies in image data
can be mainly classified into spatial redundancy caused by the
correlations between adjacent pixels in an image, temporal
redundancy caused by the correlations between different
frames in an image sequence, and spectrum redundancy
caused by the correlations between different color planes or
spectral bands. The purpose of data compression is to reduce
the data redundancies so as to reduce the number of bits
required for representing the data.

In image compression applications, the ideal compression
is a compression with an effect of low image capacity and
high image quality (definition), which can be realized by
choosing a suitable output format according to the character-
istics of an image. Image formats used in the Internet mainly
include GIF format, PNG format and JPG format, wherein
JPG format is a lossy compression format, it is suitable for
compression and storage of images having complicated col-
ors such as landscape images, but can lead to loss of image
data; GIF format and PNG format are image compression
formats based on color pallet technology, and the number of
colors adopted when an image is compressed with GIF and
PNG formats is a very important compression parameter. As
far as a GIF or PNG formatted image is concerned, the file
size of the image can be effectively reduced with the display
effect thereof kept substantially unchanged by appropriately
adjusting the number of colors of the image.

At present, images are generally compressed according to
a predetermined number of colors, rather than the numbers of
colors suitably selected based on the characteristics of the
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images, in computer image conversion. Under such a circum-
stance, images having different or even very different num-
bers of colors are compressed according to a same predeter-
mined compression parameter rather than the actual numbers
of colors of the images, which leads to either a case where the
number of colors is set too high and thus the compression
efficiency is not high, or a case where the number of colors is
set too low and thus the display effect is not good, therefore,
the file size and the display eftect of the compressed images
cannot be well balanced.

SUMMARY

In view of the above problems, an object of the present
invention is to provide an image compression method and an
image compression device for performing image compres-
sion by dividing domains similar in color and adjusting num-
ber of colors used for image compression.

Moreover, another object of the present invention is to
provide amobile terminal provided with the above mentioned
image compression device.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an image compression method, comprising steps of:
determining non-edge portions of an image to be compressed
by performing an image edge detection on the image to be
compressed; dividing each of the determined non-edge por-
tions into a plurality of connected domains of pixels accord-
ing to color similarity of the pixels in the non-edge portion,
wherein each of the connected domains of pixels is composed
of a pixel selected during the division into the connected
domains of pixels and the pixels similar in color to and con-
tinuously adjacent to the selected pixel; setting the color of
each of the connected domains of pixels to be the color of the
pixel selected during the division into the connected domains
of pixels; merging the colors of a plurality of divided con-
nected domains of pixels according to similarity of the colors
of the connected domains of pixels, wherein the connected
domains of pixels having similar colors will be merged into
one connected domain of pixels having a same color; and
compressing the image to be compressed by using the merged
colors.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, the step of
dividing each of the determined non-edge portions into a
plurality of connected domains of pixels according to color
similarity of the pixels in the non-edge portion may comprise:
selecting a pixel from the pixels of the non-edge portion;
searching pixels similar in color to and continuously adjacent
to the selected pixel, starting from the pixel; forming a con-
nected domain of pixels with the searched pixels and the
selected pixel; and selecting another pixel in the remaining
pixels that are not divided into connected domains of pixels
yet and repeating the above procedure of forming a connected
domain of pixels, till the pixels in the non-edge portion are all
divided into connected domains of pixels.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, Sobel edge
detection algorithm may be used to perform the image edge
detection on the image to be compressed.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, the step of
merging the colors of a plurality of divided connected
domains of pixels according to similarity of the colors of the
connected domains of pixels may comprise: selecting a con-
nected domain of pixels from the plurality of connected
domains of pixels; determining connected domains of pixels
similar in color to the selected connected domain of pixels
from the other connected domains of pixels in the plurality of
connected domains of pixels; modifying the colors of the
connected domains of pixels similar in color to the selected
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connected domain of pixels into the color of the selected
connected domain of pixels; and selecting another connected
domain of pixels from the remaining connected domains of
pixels that are not subject to a color merging process yet and
repeating the above procedure, till all the connected domains
of pixels are subject to a color merging process.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, the similarity
of the colors may be determined by calculating a difference
value between two colors.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, two colors are
similar if the difference value between the two colors is less
than a predetermined threshold.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an image compression device, comprising: a non-
edge portion determining unit for determining non-edge por-
tions of an image to be compressed by performing an image
edge detection on the image to be compressed; a connected-
domain-of-pixels dividing unit for dividing each of the deter-
mined non-edge portions into a plurality of connected
domains of pixels according to color similarity of the pixels in
the non-edge portion, wherein each of the connected domains
of pixels is composed of a pixel selected during the division
into the connected domains of pixels and the pixels similar in
color to and continuously adjacent to the selected pixel; a
color setting unit for setting the color of each of the connected
domains of pixels to be the color of the pixel selected during
the division into the connected domains of pixels; a color
merging unit for merging the colors of a plurality of divided
connected domains of pixels according to similarity of the
colors of the connected domains of pixels, wherein the con-
nected domains of pixels having similar colors will be merged
into one connected domain of pixels having a same color; and
a compressing unit for compressing the image to be com-
pressed by using the merged colors.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, the con-
nected-domain-of-pixels dividing unit may comprise: a first
selecting module for selecting a pixel from the pixels of the
non-edge portion; a searching module for searching pixels
similar in color to and continuously adjacent to the selected
pixel, starting from the pixel; a forming module for forming a
connected domain of pixels with the searched pixels and the
selected pixel; a first deciding module for deciding whether
all the pixels in the non-edge portion are divided, wherein if
the first deciding module decides that there exist remaining
pixels that are not divided yet, the first selecting module, the
searching module and the forming module will repeatedly
performed treatments on the remaining pixels.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, the color
merging unit may comprise: a second selecting module for
selecting a connected domain of pixels from the plurality of
connected domains of pixels; a determining module for deter-
mining connected domains of pixels similar in color to the
selected connected domain of pixels from the other connected
domains of pixels in the plurality of connected domains of
pixels; a color modifying module for modifying the colors of
the connected domains of pixels similar in color to the
selected connected domain of pixels into the color of the
selected connected domain of pixels; and a second deciding
module for deciding whether all the connected domains of
pixels are subject to a color merging process, wherein if the
second deciding module decides that there exist remaining
connected domains of pixels that are not subject to a color
merging process yet, the second selecting module, the deter-
mining module and the color modifying module will repeat-
edly performed treatments on the remaining connected
domains of pixels.
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In one or more examples of the above aspect, the similarity
of the colors may be determined by calculating a difference
value between two colors.

In one or more examples of the above aspect, two colors are
similar if the difference value between the two colors is less
than a predetermined threshold.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a mobile terminal, comprising the above
mentioned image compression device.

According to the above mentioned image compression
method and image compression device, the number of colors
used for image compression is suitably obtained by dividing
connected domains of pixels similar in color and merging the
colors of the connected domains of pixels, and the image is
compressed by using the obtained number of colors, it is
advantageous in that the number of colors of an image to be
compressed can be pertinently determined according to the
characteristics of the image, thus the file size of the com-
pressed image can be effectively reduced with the display
effect thereof kept substantially unchanged, that is, the file
size and the display effect of the compressed image can be
well balanced. The above mentioned method and device are
especially applicable to the occasions that have high require-
ments on image compression ratio, such as mass image stor-
age and low speed network.

In order to realize the above described and other related
purposes, one or more aspects of the present invention com-
prise the features described in details in the following con-
texts and specifically indicated in the claims. The following
description and the accompanying drawings will illustrate in
details some of the exemplified aspects of the present inven-
tion. However, those indicated in the aspects are only some of
ways in which the principles of the present invention can be
applied. In addition, the present invention is intended to
include all the aspects and the equivalents thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
description given in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a flowchart showing an image compression
method according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing an example of the process of
dividing the connected domains of pixels;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing an example of a color merg-
ing process of connected domains of pixels;

FIGS. 4a-4e are schematic diagrams showing an example
of compressing a GIF image by applying the image compres-
sion method according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 5a-5¢ are schematic diagrams showing another
example of compressing a GIF image by applying the image
compression method according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram showing an image
compression device according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 71is a schematic block diagram showing an example of
the dividing unit in FIG. 6;

FIG. 81s a schematic block diagram showing an example of
the color merging unit in FIG. 6;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an image compression
method according to a second embodiment of the present
invention;
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FIG. 10 is a schematic block diagram showing an image
compression device according to a second embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram showing a mobile
terminal configured with the image compression device in
FIG. 6 or FIG. 10 according to the present invention,

wherein, like reference numerals indicate like features or
functions in all drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Specific embodiments of the present invention will be
described in details below with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a flowchart showing an image compression
method according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

As shown in FIG. 1, in order to set a suitable number of
colors for image compression according to the number of
colors of an image itself in a process for compressing the
image, first, an image edge detection needs to be performed
on the image to be compressed to detect the edges of the
image to be compressed, and thus determine the non-edge
portions of the image to be compressed (step S110).

Edges are the most fundamental features of an image, an
edge refers to a set of pixels in the image around which the
pixels have a step-like change or a roof-like change in the gray
scale. Edges exist between an object and a background, an
objectand another object, a domain and another domain, or an
element and another element, and are important references
for dividing or identifying an image.

Since the image formats such as GIF and PNG are suitable
for compressing a simple line type image, the GIF and PNG
formatted images on the Internet are generally used for
simple images, such as cartoon images, logo images, button
image etc., and are seldom used for landscape images and
human images. According to human vision, the number of
colors of a GIF and PNG formatted image is generally not
very large, for example, the Sina logo includes only three
colors of red, black and white, and the Baidu logo includes
only three colors of red, blue and white. But in computer
image processing, the edge portions of the GIF and PNG
formatted image needs to include some transition colors to
achieve a smooth edge transition (i.e. the edge anti-aliasing),
which will result in a large total number of image colors. If
transition colors are not used for the edge portions of the
image, the edge portions of the image will look rigid,
although the image effect remains substantially unchanged.
Therefore, the edges of the image need to be detected to find
out the edge portions of the image, and different processing
methods need to be applied to the edge portions and the
non-edge portions of the image, respectively. The transition
colors of the edges will be ignored in a compressing process,
so that the optimal number of image colors can be determined
for the image compression.

Image edge detection is a technology of locating the edges
of'an object in a 2D or 3D image, and it generally comprises
four steps of filtering, enhancing, detecting and locating.
There are a lot of optional image edge detection algorithms in
the prior art of image processing. Sobel edge detection algo-
rithm is adopted in a preferred embodiment of the present
invention. The Sobel edge detection algorithm is advanta-
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6

geous in that it has a high detection speed, has a function of
smoothing and suppressing noise, and can achieve a better
edge detection effect.

After the edge portions and the non-edge portions of the
image to be compressed are determined, the non-edge por-
tions are divided into a plurality of connected domains of
pixels according to color similarity of the pixels in the deter-
mined non-edge portions, wherein each of the connected
domains of pixels is composed of a pixel selected during the
division into the connected domains of pixels and the pixels
similar in color to and continuously adjacent to the selected
pixel (step S120). Herein, the term “continuously adjacent”
means that if a first pixel is adjacent to a second pixel and the
second pixel is adjacent to a third pixel, then the second pixel
and the third pixel are referred to as pixels continuously
adjacent to the first pixel. It will be described below with
reference to FIG. 2 how to divide the connected domains of
pixels in the non-edge portions.

In addition, the similarity judgment of colors can be done
by calculating the difference value between two colors. If the
difference value between the two colors is smaller than a
predetermined threshold, then it can be determined that the
two colors are similar. The value range of the predetermined
threshold can be flexibly determined according to the specific
requirements on image compressing. In a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention, the abs function is used to
determine the similarity between two colors, wherein the abs
function is a function for returning the absolute value of a
specified number. Specifically, as an example, a pixel is usu-
ally represented by a binary number of 32 bits in a computer,
wherein red, green, blue and transparency each are repre-
sented by 8 bits. If pixel 1 is assumed to be (r1, gl, b1, al),
pixel 2 is assumed to be (12, g2, b2, a2), then the difference
value of the two colors will be abs(rl-r2)+abs(gl-g2)+abs
(b1-b2)+abs(al-a2). If the predetermined threshold is 32,
then two colors are determined to be similar colors when the
difference value thereof'is smaller than 32. The edge portions
of an image to be compressed will be ignored when similar
color domains of the image are determined, since the edge
portions of the image are mainly composed of transition
colors.

After a determined non-edge portion is divided into a plu-
rality of connected domains of pixels, the color of each of'the
connected domains of pixels is set to be the color of the pixel
selected during the division into the connected domains of
pixels (step S130).

Then, the colors of a plurality of divided connected
domains of pixels are merged according to similarity of the
colors of the connected domains of pixels (step S140),
wherein connected domains of pixels having similar colors
will be merged into one connected domain of pixels having a
same color. The color merging process of the connected
domains of pixels will be described below with reference to
FIG. 3.

After the color merging process, the image to be com-
pressed will be compressed according to the colors of the
connected domains of pixels obtained after the color merging
process (step S150). Specifically, the corresponding con-
nected domains of pixels in the image to be compressed are
compressed according to the colors thereof, and thus the
image compressing process is implemented.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing an example of the process of
dividing the connected domains of pixels.

As shown in FIG. 2, first, in step S121, a pixel is selected
from the pixels in the determined non-edge portions that are
not divided yet, wherein the pixel can be arbitrarily selected.
For example, a basic pixel A can be arbitrarily selected. In
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addition, when the pixel is first selected, the pixels that are not
divided yet include all pixels in the non-edge portions.

Then, in step S123, starting from the selected pixel (pixel
A), pixels similar in color to and continuously adjacent to the
selected pixel are searched in the pixels that are not divided
yet. The definition and the determination of the terms “similar
in color” and “continuously adjacent” have been described
above in the description of step S120.

After the pixels similar in color to and continuously adja-
cent to the selected pixel are searched out, in step S125, the
searched pixels and the selected pixel form a connected
domain of pixels.

Then, in step S127, it is determined whether all the pixels
in the non-edge portions are divided. If they are all divided,
then the process comes to an end and the flow returns to step
S130. Otherwise, the flow returns to step S121, another pixel
(such as pixel B) is selected as a basic pixel in the remaining
pixels that are not divided yet and the above procedure is
repeated till all the pixels are divided.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing an example of a color merg-
ing process of connected domains of pixels.

As shown in FIG. 3, first, in step S131, a connected domain
of'pixels is selected from the connected domains of pixels that
are not merged yet in the plurality of connected domains of
pixels, for example, a connected domain of pixels 1 is
selected.

Then, in step S133, connected domains of pixels similar in
color to the selected connected domain of pixels are deter-
mined. Specifically, a comparison is made between the color
of the selected connected domain of pixels and the colors of
all other connected domains of pixels, that is, a comparison is
made between the color of the basic pixel based on which the
selected connected domain of pixels is formed (such as the
color of the basic pixel of the connected domain of pixels 1)
and the colors of the basic pixels based on which other con-
nected domains of pixels are formed. If two colors are similar,
then it is determined that the corresponding two connected
domains of pixels are similar in color, and otherwise, it is
determined that the two connected domains of pixels are not
similar in color.

After the connected domains of pixels similar in color are
determined, in step S135, the colors of the connected domains
of pixels similar in color to the selected connected domain of
pixels are modified into the color of the selected connected
domain of pixels.

Then, in step S137, it is determined whether the connected
domains of pixels are all subject to a color merging process. If
they are, then the process comes to an end and the flow returns
to step S150. Otherwise, another connected domain of pixels
is selected from the remaining connected domains of pixels
that are not subject to a color merging process yet, and the
above procedure is repeated till all the connected domains of
pixels are subject to a color merging process.

FIGS. 4a-4e are schematic diagrams showing an example
of compressing a GIF image by applying the image compres-
sion method according to a first embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4a is a table showing a comparison of GIF image
effects, numbers of colors and file sizes of an icon. As shown
in FIG. 4aq, the file size of the image is reduced and the edges
of the image become rigid when the number of colors of the
image is reduced, however, the image effect is substantially
unchanged when the number of colors is larger than 4. FIG.
4b is a schematic diagram showing the effect obtained by
performing Sobel edge detection on the original image shown
in FIG. 44 (the original image does not have a fixed number of
colors, however, GIF format only supports a maximum o256
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colors while PNG and JPG formats can support more colors),
wherein the hollow portions represent the edge portions, and
the color filled portions represent the non-edge portions. An
image shown in FIG. 4¢ can be obtained when the edge
portions and the non-edge portions of the said image are
determined and the domains similar in color are connected in
the non-edge portions, wherein the connected domains of
similar colors can be represented by one color, and the color
of'each of the connected domains is used as an entry in a first
compression list. The connected domains of different similar
colors are represented by different colors.

Specifically, the image shown in FIG. 4¢ comprises a plu-
rality of connected domains, such as domains C, D, E, F, G, H,
I, J, K, L, M, N, P, Q and R. In this case, domain M may be
represented by a color, such as green; domains N, C, D, E, F
and G are connected domains of similar colors, and may be
represented by a same color, such as blue; domains H, I, J, K
and L are connected domains of similar colors, and may be
represented by a same color, such as brown; domain P is a
connected domain and may be represented by a color, such as
green; domain Q is a connected domain and may be repre-
sented by a color, such as cyan; and, domain R is a connected
domain and may be represented by a color, such as black.

It can be understood that the above mentioned specific
colors representing the connected domains of different simi-
lar colors are not necessarily the actual colors thereof, they are
used only for the purpose of distinction, and thus can be
substituted with other colors. It needs to be indicated that
connected domains of different similar colors may also be
represented by different patterns in stead of different colors,
such as a stripe pattern, a dot pattern and so on, as long as the
connected domains of different similar colors can be distin-
guished.

The colors of all the connected domains (i.e. the colors in
the first compression list) are subject to a color merging
process, and thus a final image compression color list can be
obtained, wherein the number of colors is visually shown in
FIG. 4d. Specifically, domain M and domains H, I, J, Kand L
are domains of similar colors, the plurality of domains
become domains M, H', I', J', K' and L' after being subject to
a color merging process, which may be represented by one
color, such as green. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 44, the
suitable number of colors finally obtained is 5, i.e., domains
M, H', I', I', K" and L' have a first color, domains N, C, D, E, F
and G have a second color, domain P has a third color, domain
Q has a fourth color and domain R has a fifth color, wherein
the edge portions are excluded. The colors in FIG. 44 only
constitute an example possessing a suitable number of colors,
they are not necessarily actual colors. Finally, the image is
compressed by using 5 colors mentioned above to produce a
compressed image with a file size of 793 bytes, the display
effect of which is shown in FIG. 4e.

FIG. 5a, FIG. 56 and FIG. 5¢ are schematic diagrams
showing another example of compressing a GIF image by
applying the image compression method according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5a is another table showing a comparison of image
effects, numbers of colors and file sizes of a GIF picture. As
shown in FIG. 5a, the file size of the image is reduced and the
display effect of the image becomes deteriorated when the
number of colors of the image is reduced, however, the image
effect is substantially unchanged when the number of colors
is larger than 16.

An analysis result shown in FIG. 56 can be obtained after
an edge detection, a division of connected domains similar in
color and a similar color merging process are performed on
the image shown in FIG. 54 (the original image is analyzed,
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and the original image does not have a fixed number of col-
ors), wherein the suitable number of colors obtained is 11.
The image is compressed by adopting the suitable number of
colors to produce a compressed image with a file size of 1956
bytes, the display effect of which is shown in FIG. 5¢.

In the present embodiment, a method is applied that deter-
mines the number of colors used for compression of an image
according to the color characteristics of the image, so that the
number of colors of the image can be pertinently determined
according to the characteristics of the image to be com-
pressed. In occasions that have high requirements on image
compression ratio, such as mass image storage or low speed
network, if an image is compressed according to a suitably
selected number of colors, then the file size of the image can
be effectively reduced with the image effect kept substantially
unchanged, thus a good balance can be achieved between the
file size and the display effect of the image.

The image compression method according to the first
embodiment of the present invention has been described with
reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 5¢. The image compression
method according to the above mentioned embodiment of the
present invention can be implemented in software, hardware
or a combination thereof.

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram showing an image
compression device 600 according to a first embodiment of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 6, the image com-
pression device 600 comprises a non-edge portion determin-
ing unit 610, a connected-domain-of-pixels dividing unit 620,
a color setting unit 630, a color merging unit 640 and a
compressing unit 650.

When an image compression is performed on an image, the
non-edge portion determining unit 610 determines the non-
edge portions of the image to be compressed by performing
an image edge detection on the image to be compressed. The
connected-domain-of-pixels dividing unit 620 divides the
non-edge portions into a plurality of connected domains of
pixels according to color similarity of the pixels in the deter-
mined non-edge portions, wherein each of the connected
domains of pixels is composed of a pixel selected during the
division into the connected domains of pixels and the pixels
similar in color to and continuously adjacent to the selected
pixel. Then, the color setting unit 630 sets the color of a
connected domain of pixels to be the color of the pixel
selected for obtaining the connected domain of pixels. The
color merging unit 640 merges the colors of the plurality of
divided connected domains of pixels according to similarity
thereof, wherein connected domains of pixels having similar
colors will be merged into one connected domain of pixels
having a same color. The compressing unit 650 compresses
the image to be compressed by using the merged colors.

In an example of the present embodiment, the connected-
domain-of-pixels dividing unit 620 may further comprises a
first deciding module 621, a first selecting module 623, a
searching module 625 and a forming module 627, as shown in
FIG. 7.

The first deciding module 621 is used for deciding whether
all the pixels in a non-edge portion are divided. When it is
decided that not all of the pixels are divided, the first selecting
module 623 selects a pixel from the remaining pixels that are
not divided yet in the non-edge portion. Then the searching
module 625 searches pixels similar in color to and continu-
ously adjacent to the selected pixel, starting from the selected
pixel. The forming module 627 forms a connected domain of
pixels by combining the searched pixels and the selected
pixel. Herein, when the first deciding module 621 decides that
there exist remaining pixels that are not divided yet, the first
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deciding module 621, the searching module 625 and the
forming module 627 will repeatedly perform treatments on
the remaining pixels.

In addition, in another example of the present embodiment,
the connected-domain-of-pixels dividing unit 620 may fur-
ther comprises a similar color deciding module (not shown)
for deciding similarity of the colors of the connected domains
of pixels. It has been described in details in the description of
the above method how to decide the similarity of colors.

In an example in the present embodiment, the color merg-
ing unit 640 may further comprises a second deciding module
641, a second selecting module 643, a determining module
645 and a color modifying module 647, as shown in FIG. 8.

The second deciding module 641 is used for deciding
whether all the connected domains of pixels are subject to a
color merging process. When it is decided that not all of the
connected domains of pixels are subject to a color merging
process, the second selecting module 643 selects a connected
domain of pixels from the remaining connected domains of
pixels that are not subject to a color merging process yet in the
plurality of the connected domains of pixels. The determining
module 645 determines the connected domains of pixels that
are similar in color to the selected connected domain of pixels
in the remaining connected domains of pixels. Then, the color
modifying module 647 modifies the colors of the connected
domains of pixels that are similar in color to the selected
connected domain of pixels into the color of the selected
connected domain of pixels. Herein, when the second decid-
ing module 641 decides that there exist remaining connected
domains of pixels that are not subject to a color merging
process yet, the second selecting module 643, the determin-
ing module 645 and the color modifying module 647 will
repeatedly perform treatments on the remaining connected
domains of pixels.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an image compression
method according to a second embodiment of the present
invention.

As shown in FIG. 9, first, in step S910, an image edge
detection is performed on an image to be compressed to
determine the non-edge portions of the image to be com-
pressed.

Then, in step S920, the pixels in the non-edge portions are
grouped into a plurality of sets of pixels similar in color
according to the colors of the pixels in the non-edge portions,
and the color for each set of pixels similar in color is a color
selected from the colors of the pixels in the set. In an example
of'the present embodiment, for the plurality of grouped sets of
pixels similar in color in each of the non-edge portions, the
difference between the colors of any two pixels from any two
sets of pixels similar in color is greater than or equal to a
predetermined threshold, and the difference between the col-
ors of any two pixels from any of the sets of pixels similar in
color is less than the predetermined threshold. Pairwise com-
parisons can be performed for all the pixels in an image, and
those pixels can be considered as pixels similar in color and
thus grouped into a same set, if the difference between the
colors of any two of them is less than a predetermined thresh-
old.

In addition, the pixel grouping process may further com-
prises: combining two or more pixels from any of the plurality
of sets of pixels similar in color into a connected domain of
pixels if the two or more pixels are continuously adjacent to
each other; selecting a color from the colors of the two or
more pixels as the color of the connected domain of pixels.
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After the pixels in the non-edge portions are grouped into
a plurality of sets of pixels similar in color, in step S930, a
color is selected from the colors of the pixels in each of the
sets of pixels similar in color as the color of the set. Then, in
step S940, the selected colors are used to compress the image.

FIG. 10 is a schematic block diagram showing an image
compression device 1000 according to a second embodiment
of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 10, the image compression device 1000
comprises a non-edge portion determining unit 1010, a pixel
set dividing unit 1020, a color setting unit 1030 and a com-
pressing unit 1040.

When an image compression is performed, the non-edge
portion determining unit 1010 performs an image edge detec-
tion on the image to be compressed to determine the non-edge
portions of the image to be compressed. The pixel set dividing
unit 1020 groups the pixels in the determined non-edge por-
tions into a plurality of sets of pixels similar in color accord-
ing to the colors of the pixels in the non-edge portions, the
color setting unit 1030 selects a color from the colors of the
pixels in each of the sets of pixels similar in color as the color
of the set. Then, the compressing unit 1040 compresses the
image by using the selected colors.

In an example of the present embodiment, the pixel set
dividing unit 1020 may further comprise a computing module
for computing the color difference between every two of the
pixels in the image; and a similar color deciding module for
deciding whether two colors are similar colors according to
the color difference between the two colors, wherein the
similar color deciding module decides that the two colors are
similar colors if the color difference thereof is less than a
predetermined threshold.

In another example of the present embodiment, the pixel
set dividing unit 1020 may further comprise a connected-
domain-of-pixels generating module for combining two or
more pixels from any of the plurality of sets of pixels similar
in color into a connected domain of pixels if the two or more
pixels are continuously adjacent to each other; a domain color
determining module for selecting a color from the colors of
the two or more pixels as the color of the connected domain of
pixels.

FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram showing a mobile
terminal 10 configured with the image compression device
600/1000 in FIG. 6 or FIG. 10 according to the present inven-
tion.

In addition, typically, the mobile terminal according to the
present invention may be a hand-hold terminal device, for
example, a mobile phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA)
and so on, therefore, the protection scope of the present inven-
tion should not be limited to some specific mobile terminals.

In addition, the method according to the present invention
may be realized as computer programs executed by CPU.
When the computer programs are executed by CPU, the
above mentioned functions defined in the method according
to the present invention will be realized.

In addition, the above mentioned steps of the method and
units of the system may also be realized by using a controller
(e.g. aprocessor) and a computer readable memory device for
storing computer programs that can make the controller real-
ize above mentioned steps or unit functions.

Furthermore, it should be noted that the computer readable
memory device (for example, a memory) mentioned herein
may be a volatile memory or a non-volatile memory, or may
comprise both. As an unrestricted example, the non-volatile
memory may comprise read-only memory (ROM), program-
mable read-only memory (PROM), electrically program-
mable read-only memory (EPROM), electrically erasable
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programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), or flash
memory. The volatile memory may comprise random access
memory (RAM), which can act as an external cache memory.
As an unrestricted example, RAM may be realized in various
ways, for example, synchronous RAM, dynamic RAM
(DRAM), synchronous DRAM (SDRAM), double data rate
SDRAM (DDR SDRAM), enhanced SDRAM (ESDRAM),
synchronous link DRAM (SLDRAM), and direct Rambus
RAM (DRRAM). The disclosed memory devices are
intended to comprise but not limited to these and other appro-
priate memories.

It will be apparent for those skilled in the art that various
exemplified logic blocks, modules, circuits and algorithm
steps described in combination with the disclosure may be
realized as electronic hardware, computer software or the
combination thereof. In order to clearly illustrate the inter-
changeability between hardware and software, it has been
generally described with respect to the functions of various
exemplified assemblies, blocks, modules, circuits and steps.
Whether the functions are realized with hardware or software
depends on specific applications and the design constraints
exerted on the whole system. Those skilled in the art may
realize the functions in various ways as far as each specific
application is concerned, which, however, should not be con-
strued as departing from the scope of the present invention.

Various exemplified logic blocks, modules, and circuits
described in combination with the disclosure may be realized
by using the following members configured for performing
the herein described functions: universal processor, digital
signal processor (DSP), application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), field programmable gate array (FPGA) or other pro-
grammable logic devices, discrete gate or transistor logic,
discrete hardware modules or the combination of any of the
devices. The universal processor may be a microprocessor,
but alternatively, the processor may be any traditional proces-
sor, controller, micro-controller or state machine. The proces-
sor may also be realized as a combination of computing
devices, for example, a combination of DSP and micropro-
cessor, multiple microprocessors, one or more DSP combin-
ing microprocessor core, or any other similar configurations.

The steps of the method or algorithm described in combi-
nation with the disclosure may be directly combined in a
hardware unit, or in a software module executed by a proces-
sor or in the combination thereof. The software module may
be stored in a RAM, a flash memory, a ROM, an EPROM, an
EEPROM, a register, a hard disk, a mobile hard disk, a CD-
ROM or any other store media known to those skilled in the
art. An exemplified store medium is connected to a processor
so that the processor may read from or write into the medium.
Alternatively, the store medium may be integrated with the
processor. The processor and the store medium may be
embedded in an ASIC. The ASIC may be embedded in a user
terminal. Alternatively, the processor and the store medium
may be separately embedded in a user terminal.

In one or more exemplified designs, the functions
described above may be implemented in hardware, software,
firmware, or any combination thereof. If implemented in
software, the functions may be implemented as one or more
instructions or codes stored on or transmitted over a com-
puter-readable medium. A computer-readable medium
includes a computer storage medium and a communication
medium wherein the communication medium may include
any medium that facilitates transfer of a computer program
from one place to another. A storage medium may be any
available medium that can be accessed by a general purpose
or special purpose computer. As an unrestricted example, the
computer-readable medium may comprise RAM, ROM,
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EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium that can be used to carry or store desired program
codes in the form of instructions or data structures and can be
accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer, or
a general purpose or special purpose processor. Also, any
connection can be properly referred to as a computer-readable
medium. For example, if a coaxial cable, a fiber optic cable, a
twisted pair, a digital subscriber line (DSL), or a wireless
technology such as an infrared, a radio, and a microwave
technology are used to transmit a software from a website, a
server, or other remote sources, then the coaxial cable, the
fiber optic cable, the twisted pair, the DSL, or the wireless
technology such as the infrared, the radio, and the microwave
technology are all included in the definition of the medium. A
magnetic disk and an optical disc as used herein include a
compact disc (CD), a laser disc, an optical disc, a digital
versatile disc (DVD), a floppy disk and a blu-ray disc,
wherein a magnetic disk usually reproduces data magneti-
cally, and an optical disc usually reproduces data optically
with lasers. Combinations of the above contents should also
be included within the scope of a computer-readable medium.

While an image compression method, an image compres-
sion device and a mobile terminal configured with the image
compression device according to the present invention have
been described hereinbefore in an illustrative way with refer-
ence to the drawings, those skilled in the art should under-
stand that various modifications may be made to the image
compression method, the image compression device and the
mobile terminal according to the present invention without
departing from the contents of the present invention. There-
fore, the scope of the present invention should be defined by
contents of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An image compression method, comprising steps of:

determining non-edge portions of an image to be com-

pressed by performing an image edge detection on the
image to be compressed;
dividing each of the determined non-edge portions into a
plurality of connected domains of pixels according to
color similarity of the pixels in the non-edge portion,
wherein each of the connected domains of pixels is
composed of a pixel selected during the division into the
connected domains of pixels and pixels similar in color
to and continuously adjacent to the selected pixel;

setting a color of each of the connected domains of pixels
to a represented color, wherein the represented color is
the color ofthe pixel selected during the division into the
connected domains of pixels;
building a first compression list including a plurality of
entries, wherein each entry corresponds to the repre-
sented color of each of the connected domains of pixels;

performing a color merging process on the entries in the
first compression list to obtain a final image compres-
sion color list, wherein the represented colors of the
connected domains of pixels which are not adjacent and
having similar represented colors are modified to a same
color; and

compressing the image to be compressed by using colors in

the final image compression color list.

2. The image compression method according to claim 1,
wherein the step of dividing each of the determined non-edge
portions into a plurality of connected domains of pixels
according to color similarity of the pixels in the non-edge
portion comprises:

selecting a pixel from the pixels of the non-edge portion;
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searching pixels similar in color to and continuously adja-
cent to the selected pixel, starting from the selected
pixel;

forming a connected domain of pixels with the searched
pixels and the selected pixel; and

selecting another pixel in the remaining pixels that are not
divided into connected domains of pixels yet and repeat-
ing the above procedure of forming a connected domain
of pixels, till the pixels in the non-edge portion are all
divided into connected domains of pixels.

3. The image compression method according to claim 1,
wherein Sobel edge detection algorithm is used to perform
the image edge detection on the image to be compressed.

4. The image compression method according to claim 1,
wherein the step of performing a color merging process on the
entries in the first compression list to obtain a final image
compression color list comprises:

in the first compression list, selecting a connected domain
of pixels from the plurality of connected domains of
pixels;

determining connected domains of pixels similar in color
to the selected connected domain of pixels from the
other connected domains of pixels in the plurality of
connected domains of pixels;

in the final image compression color list, modifying the
colors of the connected domains of pixels which are not
adjacent and are similar in color to the selected con-
nected domain of pixels into the color of the selected
connected domain of pixels; and

selecting another connected domain of pixels from the
remaining connected domains of pixels that are not sub-
ject to a color merging process yet and repeating the
above procedure, till all the connected domains of pixels
are subject to a color merging process.

5. The image compression method according to claim 1,
wherein the having similar represented colors is determined
by calculating a difference value between two represented
colors.

6. The image compression method according to claim 5,
wherein two represented colors are similar if the difference
value between the two represented colors is less than a pre-
determined threshold.

7. An image compression device, comprising:

a non-edge portion determining unit for determining non-
edge portions of an image to be compressed by perform-
ing an image edge detection on the image to be com-
pressed;

a connected-domain-of-pixels dividing unit for dividing
each ofthe determined non-edge portions into a plurality
of connected domains of pixels according to color simi-
larity of the pixels in the non-edge portion, wherein each
of the connected domains of pixels is composed of a
pixel selected during the division into the connected
domains of pixels and pixels similar in color to and
continuously adjacent to the selected pixel;

a color setting unit for setting a color of each of the con-
nected domains of pixels to a represented color, wherein
the represented color is the color of the pixel selected
during the division into the connected domains of pixels;

a color merging unit for building a first compression list
including a plurality of entries, wherein each entry cor-
responds to the represented color of each of the con-
nected domains of pixels; and performing a color merg-
ing process on the entries in the first compression list to
obtain a final image compression color list, wherein the
represented colors of the connected domains of pixels
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which are not adjacent and having similar represented
colors are modified to a same color; and

a compressing unit for compressing the image to be com-
pressed by using colors in the final image compression
color list.

8. The image compression device according to claim 7,
wherein the connected-domain-of-pixels dividing unit com-
prises:

afirst selecting module for selecting a pixel from the pixels
of the non-edge portion;

a searching module for searching pixels similar in color to
and continuously adjacent to the selected pixel, starting
from the selected pixel;

a forming module for forming a connected domain of pix-
els with the searched pixels and the selected pixel;

a first deciding module for deciding whether all the pixels
in the non-edge portion are divided,

wherein if the first deciding module decides that there exist
remaining pixels that are not divided yet, the first select-
ing module, the searching module and the forming mod-
ule repeatedly performs treatments on the remaining
pixels.

9. The image compression device according to claim 8,

wherein the color merging unit comprises:

a second selecting module for selecting a connected
domain of pixels from the plurality of connected
domains of pixels in the first compression list;

a determining module for determining connected domains
of pixels similar in color to the selected connected
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domain of pixels from the other connected domains of
pixels in the plurality of connected domains of pixels;

a color modifying module for modifying the colors of the

connected domains of pixels which are not adjacent and
are similar in color to the selected connected domain of
pixels into the color of the selected connected domain of
pixels in the final image compression color list; and

a second deciding module for deciding whether all the

connected domains of pixels are subject to a color merg-
ing process,

wherein if the second deciding module decides that there

exist remaining connected domains of pixels that are not
subject to a color merging process yet, the second select-
ing module, the determining module and the color modi-
fying module repeatedly performs treatments on the
remaining connected domains of pixels.

10. The image compression device according to claim 7,
wherein the having similar represented colors is determined
by calculating a difference value between two represented
colors.

11. The image compression device according to claim 10,
wherein two represented colors are similar if the difference
value between the two represented colors is less than a pre-
determined threshold.

12. A mobile terminal, comprising the image compression
device according to claim 7.
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